SECT. XXIV.

RELIGIOUS RITES.

Mirzapour, Dec. 12, 179*7.

IK order to have a more complete knowledge of the
pradical rites in fuch univerfal refpeft in this coun-
try * I this day went to hear prayers from a celebrated
devotee of that clafs, called Faqueers among the na-
tive Mahometans, and Saniaflee by the Hindoos.
The profeffion fomewhat refembles that of the Men-
dicant Friars in Europe: it is affumed by all the
claifes as well as the Brahmins; and feems to be
adoptfed chiefly from indolence and pride operating
on weak minds. This religious man has long at-
traflted the va&eration of the ignorant; and the
means he pitiiHfes for this purpofe feem perfeflly
fuited to opmte upon ittinds of their Header and
dark complexion* "

His